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HOW DO I ADDRESS THE PAYMENT OF THE DECEDENT’S UNPAID BILLS? 
 

 When addressing the issue of the decedent’s unpaid bills, there are a few things that must 

be considered during the process of probate.  The date of the decedent’s death and the date the 

probate was initiated will determine if any claims to the estate are barred.  Further, the notice to 

the creditors (known or unknown) will also determine if they can collect payment from the estate 

on behalf of the decedent and places a time limit on the creditors to file a claim in the probate 

case.  

 

 The personal representative is responsible for addressing the unpaid bills of the decedent 

and should advise their attorney of any creditors known to them. The known creditors must be 

notified that there is a probate pending for he decedent.  Creditors must file a claim in the 

probate case within the time allowed by Florida Statutes and Probate rules. These claims must be 

paid by the assets available in the estate. If there are few assets available in the estate to pay the 

claim, the creditor will be paid a pro-rata share of the assets.  If there are no assets, the creditor 

will not be paid at all.  

 

 Probate is a very particular area of law; having an attorney experienced in practicing 

probate is invaluable.  At the Law Office of Imani Boykin, P.A., we are here to counsel and 

advise personal representatives when faced with the numerous duties and responsibilities that 

arise in probate administration. 

 

 Our knowledgeable attorneys and staff at the Law Office of Imani Boykin, P.A. can help 

you with your loved one’s affairs and make the probate process easy for you during a difficult 

time.  

 

 The material in this legal blog represents general legal advice and does not constitute the 

existence of a lawyer-client relationship. It is always best to consult an attorney about your legal 

rights and responsibilities in your particular case. Contact the Law Office of Imani Boykin, P.A. 

to schedule a consultation so that we can assess whether we can represent you in your legal 

matter. 
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